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Professor (UAS), Head of Research Group on Living Environment in Transition, 
focussing on interactions between humans and their living environment given the 
major transition of our time. The perceived quality of life in neighbourhoods, 
villages and regions, being central to this. Fundamental research, Citizens Science 
and Participative Action Research are at the basis of our research.  
 
EDUCATION 
PhD in Economics Erasmus University Rotterdam / Tinbergen institute 1993 

& Cambridge University   
MPhil in Economic University Groningen      1988 
History  
BA in History  University Groningen      1985 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINMENTS       
Professor UHS (Lector) at Hanze University of Applied Sciences Groningen, 
Research Centre NoorderRuimte, Head of research Group on Living Environment in 
Transition. 
2016 – present 
 
Asst. Professor at Faculty of Arts, University of Groningen 
Teaching Economic History and research in the field of regional (economic) 
development, social group behavior and liveability 
2010-2016 
 
Senior researcher at RING Groningen, part of the Institute for Mental Healthcare 
Groningen (GGz) 
Mentoring PhD-researchers in the field of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
1999-2003 
 
Senior researcher at Rudolf Agricola Institute, University Groningen 
Research activities in the field of government policies and risk management 
1999-2004 
 
Researcher at Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences, University of 
Groningen 
Research in the field of group identity 
1998-1999 
 
Researcher at Medical Faculty, Free University Amsterdam 
Research in the field of governmental policies and healthcare 



1996-1998 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS      
Self-employed consultant 
2017-present 
 
Founder and Managing Director of Research Office focusing on Regional 
(Economic) Development, Demographic Change, Liveability and sociale structures. 
Active in the Northern-Netherlands and Northern-Germany. Max. 14 fte’s. 
1994-2017 
 
HONORABLE APPOINTMENTS 
Vice-president of the supervisory board of Stichting Oude Groninger Kerken 
2022-present 
 
Vice-president of the Committee on Scientific Integrity of the Universities of 
Applied Sciences in the Northern and Eastern part of the Netherlands 
2020-present 
 
External COST-Expert 
2019-present 
 
Member Steering Committee of the "Knowledge table Liveable and Promising 
Groningen" 
2018-present 
 
Member board of "Knowledge Network Population Decline Northern Netherlands 
(KKNN)" 
2016-present 
 
President of the Federation of Groningen Museums 
2013-2023 
 
Vice-president of the board of Stichting Oude Groninger Kerken 
2013-2022 
 
President of ‘Oldambt Verbindt’ target: realising broadband in Oldambt 
2012-2023 
 
RESEARCH PROJECTS 
PREMIUM EU 
2023-2026 
Policy recommendations for maximizing the impact of unexplored mobilities in and 
beyond the EU. 
Budget: 500,000.00 
Funded by: Horizon EU Framework Program 



 
Evaluation 10-years plan as a basis for a new community plan for 
Westerbroek 
2023 
Budget 10,000.00 
Funded by: the community  
 
KINESIS 
2019-2024 
Knowledge Alliance for Social Innovation in shrinking Villages 
Budget: 130,000.00 
Funded by: EU ERASMUS+ 
 
INEDIT 
2019-2023 
Open Innovation Ecosystems for do it together Processes (co-creative processes) 
Budget: @ 325,000.00 
Funded by: EU Horizon 2020 Framework Program 
 
Experimental Program for Krewerd 
2019-2023 (2 phases) 
Impact of the project on assessing the seismic risk and preparation of 
strengthening strategies in the village of Krewerd on villagers. 
Budget: 120,000.00 
Funded by NCG and Ministry of EZK 
 
GO! Noord-Nederland 
2019-2023 
Validating a cyclical method using six steps in which both residents and 
professionals work on improving and making their living environment healthier. 
Budget:  375,000.00 (2 phases) 
Funded by: ZonMW 
 
Grenzenloos Talent 
2019-2021 
Focusing on cross border exchange of knowledge workers 
Budget: 205,000.00 
Funded by: INTERREG 5a 
 
Eems-Dollard Regio in Transitie 
Period: 2017-2018 
Focusing on cross border cooperation and exchange of knowledge workers 
Budget € 150,000.00 
Funded by: INTERREG 5a 
 
Toekomstvisie Wagenborgen. Van kerndorp naar woondorp en weer terug 



2015-2016 
Developing a long-term vision for a village aiming at maintaining the level and 
quality of care and services. 
Budget: 30,000.00 
Funded by: a consortium of a housing cooperation, the municipality and citizens 
 
Bleibe Perspektiven im Europäischen Perspektief 
2013-2015 
The importance of citizens initiatives in place attachement and staying in rural 
areas 
Budget: 140,000.00 
Funded by: EU ERASMUS / Leonardo 
 
College on Regional Development European Rural Areas 
2012-2014 
Citizens initiatives and regional development in European rural areas 
Budget: 125,000.00 
Funded by: EU ERASMUS / Grundtvig 
 
COMPLETED PHD SUPERVISION 
1. Erzsi Meerstra – De Haan (2019) Citizens’ initiatives in depopulating rural 

areas. Understanding success, failure and continuity from multiple 
perspectives. University of Groningen. (co-supervisor) 

2. Mariëlle Bovenhoff (2023) Underperforming Institutions. A multi-perspective 
approach to trust and confidence. University of Groningen (co-supervisor) 

 
ON-GOING PHD SUPERVISION 
1. Peter Meister-Broekema (finishes November 2023) Understanding the value of 

cocreation for social innovation. University of Groningen (co-supervisor) 
2. Hieke van der Kloet (expected to finish in 2024) Motives for staying and 

leaving a rural risk region. University of Groningen. (co-supervisor) 
3. Chantal van der Sluis (expected to finish in 2026) Impact of changes in the 

living environment on liveability in rural areas. A multi-perspective approach. 
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